
WORSHIP  SERVICE   10:45 a.m. December 17, 2017

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“MAY IT HAPPEN ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD” - LUKE 1:38

GATHERING  
Gathering Music Jean Krahn
Welcome & Announcements  Rod Franz,Worship Leader

Prelude
   And Advent Candle Lighting Corkill Family

Opening Hymn* “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Blue #178
Karen Franz, Song Leader

Call to Worship*
Leader:  God of Advent, 

in the darkest days and nights of the year,
our hearts turn toward your promised light.

All:   With the first faint glimmer of a single candle
dancing into the light of many bright flames,
our hope is ignited once more.

Leader: In these Advent Days, lead us into your light
to a manger
where the face of God shines bright and clear.

All: May it happen to us according to your word.  

Opening Prayer*

PRAISING  
Hymn* “O Little Town of Bethlehem” Blue #191
 Offering (Please complete and pass the friendship lists at this time)

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
New Testament Scripture –  Luke 1:46-55  (p. 831-2) Sara Miller

Special Music “Star of the East” Lacy Fisher, Jean Krahn,
Bob Atchison,

Glady Schroeder

Christmas Program “THE GREATEST NEWS OF ALL”
Written by Lois DeLong & Barbara Antonuccia

Adapted by Resa Price

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
Hymn* “Joy to the World” Blue #318
Sharing Joys & Concerns  (Please stand and state your name when sharing)
Note: Joys and Concerns shared will be sent out by e-mail to the congregation
           unless there is a specific request not to for a specific concern.
Sharing in Prayer

SENDING  
The Blessing*

Elder:  May you go with God.
May you carry the grace of Christ fearlessly.
May the shadow of the Holy Spirit overshadow you and
May you understand that nothing is impossible with God.
Peace be with you.

People: And also with you.

Response* “Hear How the Bells”
Tune of All Creatures of our God and King (Blue 48)

Bulletin
Insert

Postlude *

* Please stand as you are able  

SERVING TODAY:
Greeters: Dean Denner, Stan Bartel   Ushers: Dawn Wall, Drew 
Hulbert   Nursery: Merv Bitikofer, Gabe Atchison    
Count Offering: Kent Dick, Glady Schroeder  
Dishes/Trash:  Potluck

TODAY   9:30 am Sunday School & Rehearsal
10:45 am Worship & Christmas Program
12:00 pm Christmas Banquet

NEXT SUNDAY 10:45 am  Worship Service

Last Sunday's Attendance: 62

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY: (also in “Members” page on our website)
Worship Leader: Richard Harris  Pianist: Cathy Bitikofer   Song Leader: Rhonna
Hargett   Child Message: Bob Atchison   Read Scripture: Richard Harris, Mary 
Aramouni   Nursery: Katie Dyck, Tara Atchison   Greeters: Merv Bitikofer, 
Myrna Bartel   Count Offering: Stan Bartel, Merv Bitikofer   Ushers: Dave 
Redmon, Isaac Hargett  Dishes/Trash: Kirk Hargett



UPCOMING EVENTS (see website calendar for complete list)
Fri Dec 22 Annual reports due to office
Sun Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service (during morning worship)
Sun Dec 24 4:15 pm  Cook/Serve at Second Helping
Sun Jan 7 2:00 pm Pastors' Open House - until 5pm
Sun Jan 21 1:15 pm Congregational Meeting

PASTOR'S OFFICE HOURS
The pastors are currently on sabbatical and will return to the office 
on January 3. If you are in need of assistance, please contact one of
the elders  (Melissa Atchison, Dale Hershberger, Janet McGillivary
or René Smalldridge).

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT'S OFFICE HOURS
      Kirk will be in: Mon, Tue, Wed  9:30-Noon

Friday 1:00-3:30 pm

Hear How the Bells
Words by Timothy Dudley-Smith

(To the tune of "All Creatures of our God and King", Blue #48)

Hear how the bells of Christmas play!
Well may they ring for joy and say, O praise Him, alleluia.

God has fulfilled His promised word,
born is our Saviour and our Lord.

O praise Him, O praise Him! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Let all the waiting earth rejoice,
lift every heart and every voice, O praise Him, alleluia.

Sing now the song to angels given,
glory to God in highest heaven

O praise Him, O praise Him! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Hear how the bells of Christmas play! 
Well may they ring for joy and say, O praise Him, alleluia.

Come now to worship and adore,
Christ is our peace forevermore,

O praise Him, O praise Him! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR CONGREGATION
The Manhattan Emergency Shelter is always in need of 

toilet paper, paper towels, trash bags and powder laundry 
detergent. Donations may be brought any Sunday and sent forward
with the children during Children’s Time.

Since the pastors will not be here over Christmas, their yearly 
Christmas Open House will be on Epiphany –  January 7. 
Everyone is invited to come by their house (221 S 8th St.) any time
between 2:00-5:00 pm for some food and fellowship. 

2018 Annual Congregational Meeting - January 21 - 1:15pm
One of the business items will be affirming two elders (3 year 

terms), a recorder (1 year term) and a treasurer (two year term). 
Janet McGillivary and René Smalldridge are each completing their
term as an elder. Melissa Atchison and Dale Hershberger will be 
continuing their terms as elders. Merv Bitikofer is completing his 
term as recorder and Kirk Hargett is completing his term as 
treasurer. There are no limits on how many terms one is able to 
serve in any of these positions. You are invited to prayerfully 
consider nominating members of our church to serve in any of 
these roles. Nominations should be written down and left in Dale 
Hershberger's church mailbox by noon on December 18.

Annual committee reports, digital or paper copies, need to 
be submitted to church office by December 22. 

Since Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year our 
traditional evening service will not be held and instead occur 
during our regular morning worship time. You are invited to 
prepare and share special music (especially our youth), poems, 
stories, and request favorite Christmas hymns as part of our 
worship service on December 24. Any questions or suggestions can
be directed to Bob Atchison at 539-5352.

There will not be Sunday School on December 24 & 31. 
Join us again on January 7, 2018 at 9:30 for classes for all ages!

NEWS & PRAYERS FROM THE MENNONITE CHURCH
Mennonite Church USA

During this Christmas season, MC USA invites your prayers 
for peace to come to the earth for: creative peacemaking that can 
disrupt cycles of violence and oppression; communities to find 
ways to support and love one another; past wounds to begin 
healing; the people of the church to continue seeking the peace of 
Christ. 

Take some time to engage with Menno Snapshots, 
reflections and stories written by people across the church that are 
regularly posted at http://mennoniteusa.org/category/menno-
snapshots/. Recent blog posts have featured topics including 
contemplative prayer, reviving civility, new motherhood and 
digitizing the MC USA Archives. If you are interested in 
contributing to the Menno Snapshot blog, email 
JenniferC@MennoniteUSA.org. 

NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR COMMUNITY
Peace Lutheran Church (2500 Kimball Ave.) invites you to the 6th 
Annual Manhattan Community Christmas Dinner, 11am - 2pm 
on Christmas Day. This dinner is at no cost to those receiving it 
and made possible with love through the donations of many local 
businesses, churches, and community members! Groups and 
individuals are also invited to volunteer for the event. For 
volunteer information: office@peace-to-you.org

The FIT Closet has critical needs of: children's winter 
clothes; hats, mittens & gloves; winter coats (kids sizes 5-16); 
children's (not toddlers) shoes: girls 3-5, boys 1-6; snow boots - all 
sizes - children & adults; blankets; toilet paper; soap/body wash; 
deodorant; toothbrushes & toothpaste; laundry soap. 
Contact Barb Hartnett: fitcloset383@gmail.com or 785-320-6750. 
1609 College Ave M, W, & TH 9-noon and Th & W 3-5:50. 
Holiday hours: Mornings Dec 18 & 20. Closed Dec 21 - Jan 8.

Joys & Concerns: _____________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________ 

https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=70cab8c92a&e=fb852b764a
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=70cab8c92a&e=fb852b764a
mailto:office@peace-to-you.org
mailto:JenniferC@MennoniteUSA.org?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20writing%20for%20Menno%20Snapshots.

