
WORSHIP  SERVICE   10:45 a.m. December 3, 2017

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT – LUKE 1:38
“MAY IT HAPPEN TO US ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD”

GATHERING  
Gathering Music
Welcome & Announcements Sara Fisher,Worship Leader

Prelude Jean Krahn

Opening Hymn* “Praise the One 
who breaks the darkness”

Purple #1

Cathy Bitikofer, Song Leader

Call to Worship*                 Blue #664

Lighting of Advent Candles Tara Atchison, Janet McGillivary

Opening Prayer*

PRAISING  
Hymn* “Come Bring Your Burdens to God” Purple #50
Offering (Please complete and pass the friendship lists at this time)

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
Moments with Children Melissa Atchison

(Preschoolers may go to the nursery afterwards)

Old Testament Scripture – Isaiah 64:1-9  (p. 606) Cappy Becker

Hymn “O Savior Rend the Heavens” Blue #175

New Testament Scripture –  Mark 13:28-37  (p. 826) Dean Denner

Message I have hope in the darkness 
for the promise of the day.

Asia Frye

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
Hymn* “O Come, O Come Immanuel” Blue #172
Sharing Joys & Concerns  (Please stand and state your name when sharing)
Note: Joys and Concerns shared will be sent out by e-mail to the congregation
           unless there is a specific request not to for a specific concern.
Sharing in Prayer

SENDING  
The Blessing*
  Elder: As you go from this place may you be given peace.

When the presence of God 
shakes the world in which you live, 
may you remember that to walk with Jesus
is not a promise of safety, but rather a call to courage.  
May the Spirit emboldened you according to God’s Word. 
Peace be with you.

  People: And also with you.

Response* “Guide My Feet” Blue #546

Postlude *

* Please stand as you are able  

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: Rod Franz, Tara Atchison   Dishes/Trash: Kirk Hargett 
Greeters: Glady Schroeder, René Smalldridge  Nursery: Myrna 
Bartel, Mylie Hulbert  Count Offering: Seth Bitikofer, Dean Denner

TODAY   9:30 am Sunday School for All Ages
10:45 am Worship Service
  6:00 pm Student Supper at 810 Sunset

Hosts: Richard Harris & Cappy Becker

NEXT SUNDAY   9:30 am Sunday School for All Ages
Christmas Play practice

10:45 am  Worship Service
12:00 pm Potluck
  1:15 pm Stewardship Forum
  3:00 pm Youth Group

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY: (also in “Members” page on our website)
Worship Leader: Merv Bitikofer  Pianist: Sharolyn Jackson  Song Leader: Stan 
Bartel   Child Message: Cappy Becker   Read Scripture: Rhonna Hargett, Dawn 
Wall   Nursery: Resa Price, Carson Wall   Count Offering: Stan Bartel, Dave 
Redmon   Greeters:  Bob Schroeder, Richard Harris  Ushers: René Smalldridge, 
Michael Hulbert   Dishes/Trash: Potluck

Last Sunday's Attendance: 46

https://www.google.com/maps/place/810+Sunset+Ave,+Manhattan,+KS+66502/@39.1873065,-96.5907805,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87bdcd8fe441975b:0xfec80c3335a1ef4c!8m2!3d39.1873065!4d-96.5885918


UPCOMING EVENTS (see website calendar for complete list)
Mon Dec 4 7:00 pm Council
Wed Dec 6 7:00 pm Youth Group (grades 7-12)
Sun Dec 10 Noon Potluck

1:15 pm Stewardship Forum
3:00 pm Youth Group

Wed Dec 13 7:00 pm Youth Group (grades 7-12)
Sun Dec 17 Christmas Program & Banquet
Sun Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service (during morning worship)

PASTOR'S OFFICE HOURS
The pastors are currently on sabbatical and will return to the 

office on January 3. If you are in need of assistance, please contact 
one of the elders  (Melissa Atchison, Dale Hershberger, Janet 
McGillivary or René Smalldridge).

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT'S OFFICE HOURS
      Kirk will be in: Mon, Tue, Wed 9:30-Noon

Friday 1:00-3:30

Joys & Concerns: _____________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

https://manhattanmennonitechurch.wordpress.com/calendar/


NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR CONGREGATION
The Manhattan Emergency Shelter is always in need of 

toilet paper, paper towels, trash bags and powder laundry 
detergent. Donations may be brought any Sunday and sent forward
with the children during Children’s Time.

Since Christmas Eve falls on a Sunday this year our 
traditional evening service will not be held and instead occur 
during our regular morning worship time. You are invited to 
prepare and share special music (especially our youth), poems, 
stories, and request favorite Christmas hymns as part of our 
worship service on December 24th. Any questions or suggestions 
can be directed to Bob Atchison at 539-5352.

This morning we welcome Asia Frye as our guest speaker. 
Asia is an AMBS student who will graduate with her MDiv in 
December. She lives in Hillsboro, Kansas, where she attends First 
Mennonite Church. Asia does a fair amount of speaking at camps 
and retreats, particularly those for youth. Her husband, Tim, is the 
math professor at Tabor College, and her daughters, Abby and 
Ellie, attend Hillsboro Elementary School. 

During the pastors' sabbatical, we will be welcoming guest 
speakers to fill the pulpit most Sundays. Next week, you're invited 
to come and hear Heidi Regier Kreider, Western District 
Conference Minister.

One of the business items for our 2018 Annual 
Congregational Meeting will be affirming two elders (3 year 
terms), a recorder (1 year term) and a treasurer (two year term). 
Janet McGillivary and René Smalldridge are each completing their
term as an elder. Melissa Atchison and Dale Hershberger will be 
continuing their terms as elders. Merv Bitikofer is completing his 
term as recorder and Kirk Hargett is completing his term as 
treasurer. There are no limits on how many terms one is able to 
serve in any of these positions. You are invited to prayerfully 
consider nominating members of our church to serve in any of 
these roles. Nominations should be written down and left in Dale 
Hershberger's church mailbox by noon on December 18.

NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR CONGREGATION
Since the pastors will not be here over Christmas, their yearly 

Christmas Open House will be on Epiphany –  January 7. 
Everyone is invited to come by their house (221 S 8th St.) any time
between 2:00-5:00 pm for some food and fellowship.

Dean Denner has HyVee Grocery Cards available for sale. 
For each $100 card, MMC receives $6.

Congratulations to Austin Shafer who graduates this month 
with a B.S. in Engineering from K-State.

Next Sunday at 1:15 (after the potluck!) Heidi Regier 
Kreider, our conference minister, will lead and facilitate a forum to
discuss budgeting and giving at Manhattan Mennonite Church. 
The resulting information will provide the Stewardship Committee 
important guidance on future approaches to giving.

This evening at 6 pm college students and young adults are 
invited to 810 Sunset to share a meal in the home of Cappy Becker 
and Richard Harris. This will be the final dinner of the year and we
hope you have enjoyed the food and fellowship! Check back in 
January for updates on plans for 2018.

NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR COMMUNITY
Peace Lutheran Church (2500 Kimball Ave.) invites you to the 

6th Annual Manhattan Community Christmas Dinner, 11am - 
2pm on Christmas Day. This dinner is at no cost to those receiving 
it and made possible with love through the donations of many local
businesses, churches, and community members! Groups and 
individuals are also invited to volunteer for the event. For 
volunteer information: office@peace-to-you.org 

Laundry Love MHK will help wash your laundry for free 
Tuesday, December 12, from 6-9pm at Suds-Y'r Duds - 1453 
Anderson Ave. Laundry Love MHK is a neighboring movement 
seeking to provide support in the form of free laundry (up to 5 
loads) to all individuals and families who need it. To donate 
supplies or volunteer, contact: laundrylovemhk@gmail.com 

mailto:office@peace-to-you.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/810+Sunset+Ave,+Manhattan,+KS+66502/@39.1873065,-96.5907805,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87bdcd8fe441975b:0xfec80c3335a1ef4c!8m2!3d39.1873065!4d-96.5885918


NEWS & PRAYERS FROM THE MENNONITE CHURCH
Mennonite Central Committee

This Christmas season, honor your friends and family with 
gifts that change lives around the world. Browse and purchase gifts
at mcc.org/christmas or call 888.563.4676 to request a printed 
booklet. We provide cards you can send to friends or loved ones 
that explain the gift you have given in their honor.

New music supports Syrian refugees through MCC! The 
Midnight Hymn Sing is a collection of hymns performed and re-
imagined by a new generation of Mennonites from San 
Francisco. The album is also available on Amazon and iTunes or 
from MCC in N. Newton for a suggested donation of $15/CD with 
all money going to support MCC’s work with Syrian refugees. 
Contact patsydirksen@mcc.org, tinaschrag@mcc.org or call the 
office 316.283.2720 if you have questions or to get your CD!! 

Mennonite Church USA
Pray for the Executive Director Search Committee as they 

continue to discern the leadership needs and evaluate candidates 
for the next executive director of Mennonite Church USA. The 
committee has received denomination-wide survey feedback and is
giving careful consideration to those who have been nominated. 

Rocky Mountain Mennonite Camp
Plan to attend one of the upcoming winter retreats: Scrapbook 

Retreat Weekend, Youth Snow Camp, or the Men’s Retreat. These 
retreats also rely a lot on the help of volunteers. From supervising 
the tube run, cleaning bathrooms, shoveling paths, and cooking 
meals. Check out rmmc.org for more specific information about 
the evenets and/or volunteering. Or call the camp 719-687-9506.

Mennonite Disaster Service
Please pray for our operations team as they continue planning 

for new projects in Florida and Texas and their continued 
evaluation of Puerto Rico. Continue to remember those impacted 
by Hurricane Harvey and the MDS volunteer teams responding in 
the areas of Victoria County, Baytown and the Coastal Bend area 
of Texas. Also keep in prayer the volunteers in as they transition to 
long-term response after Hurricane Irma. We are grateful for a 
well-received pastor resource day facilitated by MDS for 
Mennonite pastors in Puerto Rico in mid-November. 

http://www.rmmc.org/
mailto:tinaschrag@mcc.org
mailto:patsydirksen@mcc.org
http://mcc.org/christmas

