
MMC Menno-Notes
February 23, 2018 Co-Pastors

Richard & Barbara Krehbiel Gehring

1000 Fremont, Manhattan, KS 66502
www.manhattanmennonitechurch.org

office@manhattanmennonitechurch.org

NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR CONGREGATION
The March & April volunteers page is ready. As part of our effort to reduce the amount of paper and 

printing, this information is available from our website where you can download or print a copy at your 
convenience. There will be some copies available in the foyer. If you need to trade your task you can either 
call/email the office or indicate your changes on the copy on the bulletin board in the foyer.

You are invited to help prepare and serve a meal to our neighbors in need through Second Helpings, which 
is a mission project of our Church. Volunteers should plan to arrive at First Congregational Church located 
at 700 Poyntz Avenue at 4:30PM. The meal is served at 6:00 and we are finished with clean up around 7:30 
PM. Volunteers eat for free after the guests are served. Jobs (8 volunteers are needed) include making 
sandwiches, cutting veggies for salad, packing lunch bags, putting place settings on the tables, etc. Would you 
like to help? Tell Karen Franz on Sunday, email her at karenfr@cox.net, or call her at 539-5608.

Save the date! We will be celebrating the 40th Anniversary of Manhattan Mennonite Church on the 
weekend of June 2-3. In preparation for this, the planning committee is asking for assistance. We're looking for 
someone with skills in creating videos to help in compiling a video history of the congregation. We also need 
updated addresses of former attenders to invite to the celebration. If you are able to help out with either of 
these, please contact the church office.

The adult faith-formation class has started a series based on Shadow Voices: Finding Hope in Mental Illness 
and continues for the Sunday school time for the next several weeks. In addition to the video, you can read 
about the work of the Anabaptist Disabilities Network, a multi-denominational organization that "supports 
church congregations, families and individuals touched by disabilities to nurture inclusive communities".

In faithful response to the Seeking Peace in Israel and Palestine resolution that passed overwhelmingly at 
the 2017 Mennonite Church USA conference in Orlando, Manhattan Mennonite Church Council unanimously 
voted to pledge to become an HP (Hewlett Packard) Free Church. The recommendation was brought before the 
Council from the Peace, Service and Witness Committee. The pledge reads:

 “As a community of faith, we recognize that mass incarceration, restrictions on movement, and illegal 
settlements and occupation are unjust, unsustainable, and irresponsible practices. Until HP ends its 
complicity in the illegal Israeli occupation and ceases to profit from the violation of Palestinian 
human rights, we pledge to not buy Hewlett Packard products, including printers, computers, and ink.

Besides home and professional office products, HP has a separate division that makes biometric (facial 
or fingerprint recognition) technology that is embedded in identification cards that only the Palestinians are
required carry. These cards serve as the basis for unjust discrimination in travel, housing, employment, 
healthcare, education and other basics of life.

The Western District Conference, Israel-Palestine task force also encourages individuals to sign the HP 
Free pledge.  More information about the HP-Free Church campaign may be found at www.fosna.org/.

NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR COMMUNITY
Common Table

This community effort to fight hunger in Manhattan, invites you to join in the Empty Bowls Fundraiser. On 
March 6, 5-8 pm, and on March 11, 4-7 pm you can make a bowl to donate or keep. Then on Saturday, April 7, 
11-1 pm, “Empty Bowls Soup Day” bring your bowl or purchase one and enjoy a delicious bowl of homemade 
soup! More information: http://mnvi.weebly.com/empty-bowls.html

https://manhattanmennonitechurch.files.wordpress.com/2018/02/march-april-2018-volunteers.pdf
http://mnvi.weebly.com/empty-bowls.html
http://www.fosna.org/
http://mennoniteusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/IP-Resolution.pdf
https://mennopin.org/
http://www.adnetonline.org/About/Pages/about.aspx
http://www.mentalhealthministries.net/resources/links/shadow_voices.html
mailto:karenfr@cox.net


NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR COMMUNITY
Riley County Seniors' Center

It’s time to once again to make room in your closets for new projects and donate the fabric and notions 
you’ve been holding on to for much too long. You can bring your fabric and sewing items to the Center starting 
Mon., March 19. Then come back on Wednesday, March 28 (9:00 to 3:00) and Thursday, March 29, (9:00 to 
12:00) to purchase new items that are sure to inspire you. Your donations and purchases help the Center.

NEWS & PRAYERS FROM THE MENNONITE CHURCH
Bethel College

Mennonites and the Holocaust Conference - March 16-17  The history of Mennonites as victims of violence 
in the 1930s and 1940s, particularly on the territory of the Soviet Union, and as relief workers during and after 
the Second World War has been studied by historians and preserved by many family histories. Now in the last 
decade an emerging body of research has documented Mennonite involvement as perpetrators in the Holocaust 
in ways that have not been widely known or discussed. This conference aims to document, publicize, and 
analyze Mennonite attitudes, environments, and interactions with others in Europe during the 1930s and 1940s 
that shaped their responses to and engagement with Nazi ideology and the events of the Holocaust.  Registration
closes March 9 - Click here for more information.

Mennonite Society of Musical Heritage
The 12th Weekend Choral Festival will be June 22-24 in Denver. The festival is a weekend choir retreat 

where singers come together to learn new songs, perform at a worship service, eat, have fun, and of course sing!
All singers are welcome, whether they are veteran choir members or are less experienced. We will sing songs of
introspection, and spiritual and intellectual awakening to reflect inward-focused transformation. Songs 
encouraging action and stepping out in new directions will inspire outward-focused transformation. Singing will
be under the direction of Dr. Mark Bartel who is the Director of Choral Music at Friends University in Wichita. 
The Mennonite Society of Musical Heritage (MSMH) is a group committed to preserving and building upon the
musical heritage of the Mennonite Church and is based in Denver, Colorado.  Information and registration: 
www.mennomusic.org or contact Susan Graber susan_g_16@yahoo.com

Camp Mennoscah
Youth Volunteer Weekend for grades 7-12 is March 16-17. The Youth Volunteer Weekend at Camp 

Mennoscah is March 16-17 and youth in grades 7-12 are heartily welcomed. There will be singing, worship, 
s'mores, service projects, and likely some silliness with Rachel Miller and Isaac Entz leading the frivolities.  
This is your chance to stay in the Retreat Center because of the kitchen renovations!  Parents and sponsors do 
not need to attend. Register online at campmennoscah.org or call 620-297-3290.

We are in need of kitchen helpers for our summer youth camps. Join us in our shiny, new kitchen where it 
will be a whole new world of cooking fun.  Parents receive a camper discount up to full camp fees.  Contact us 
at 620-297-3290 for further information. 

Mennonite Church USA
Snapshots into Journey Forward - A dynamic group of writers has been called together to draft renewed 

commitments and guiding theological foundations for MC USA's Journey Forward. Learn more about them in 
MC USA’s new blog feature Snapshots into Journey Forward. Use this link to receive regular MCUSA updates.

Mennonite Disaster Service
Interested in the work of MDS and opportunities for service? With projects all over Canada and the United 

States you can stay connected with news and information by subscribing to Behind the Hammer, their quarterly 
newsletter, and/or bi-weekly email updates. To receive these via email, click here.

Mennonite World Conference
After guerrilla violence affected the larger community in Paraguay, Mennonite pastors, leaders and their 

congregations publicly committed to a continuing proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ and to the peaceful
and holistic development of their country. May the Holy Spirit empower them to promote peace, reconciliation 
and justice in Paraguay as churches united in prayer and faith. To receive email updates from MWC, click here.

https://www.mwc-cmm.org/content/publication-sign-up?language=
https://mds.mennonite.net/stay-connected/
http://mennoniteusa.org/email-subscription/
http://mennoniteusa.org/tag/snapshots-into-journey-forward/
http://campmennoscah.org/
http://www.mennomusic.org/
https://www.bethelks.edu/academics/convocation-lecture-series/mennonites-and-the-holocaust/%20

