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NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR CONGREGATION
You are invited to the special services planned for Holy Week:

Palm Sunday, March 25 – 9:30 am; Ecumenical Palm Sunday Celebration in City Park. Gather at the picnic 
pavilion (south of the pool & next to the volleyball court) for fellowship, a brief service, and an ecumenical 
procession along Poyntz. During the walk we will turn off to 1000 Fremont for worship and a potluck meal.

Maundy Thursday, March 29 – 6:00 pm at First United Methodist Church (612 Poyntz). We have been 
invited to join in a Seder celebration. The Seder meal (Hebrew for ‘order’) mirrors the traditional Passover 
meal Jesus celebrated with his disciples just before his denial, trial, and crucifixion. Please sign up in the 
foyer if you are planning to attend so that the hosts know how many meals to plan for.

Good Friday, March 30 – 7:00 pm; Stations of the Cross at 821 Poyntz. In case of inclement weather, we will
meet in the annex instead. If you are able to be a scripture reader for this service contact Pastor Richard.

Easter Sunday, April 1 – 8:30 am; Easter Breakfast Potluck. 

You're invited to help transform our church sanctuary from the somberness of Lent to the Light and Joy 
of Easter. To do this, the Worship Committee will be purchasing Easter lilies and Spring flowers for service on 
Easter Sunday. Donations of $5 to $10 can be given to Karen Franz (checks payable to Karen) by Sunday, 
March 25. You may take your flowers home after the service on Easter Sunday. Thank you for your generosity!

Interested the Dinner Theater at Ellsworth Correctional Facility? The Right Track Foundation and the 
Spiritual Life Center present "Fools" - a comedy written by Neil Simon. Experience this as an opportunity to 
learn about, and affirm, men in our prison. The evening is presented entirely by inmates who will prepare and 
serve your meal (Street Tacos, chips & salsa, and dessert) and also entertain under the direction of Mennonites 
Larry Temple and Dawn Abrams. Tickets are $20. You must sign up ahead of time and bring a government 
issued photo ID. Children must be 10 or older and accompanied by a parent. Show-times are Friday, April 20, 
Saturday April 21, or Saturday April 28. Sign up deadline is Palm Sunday, March 25. Tickets are $20 ($25 for 
front-row tables). Click here to select the date(s) you can attend. Carpooling encouraged with plans to depart 
from the church at 3:30 pm and return around 11:15 pm. For more info talk with Dean Denner 317-3824

Excited to go to Camp this summer? The 2018 Camp Mennoscah schedule is out! If you are interested 
and did not receive a brochure, pick one up in the lobby. Or camp near Pike's Peak in Colorado at Rocky 
Mountain Mennonite Camp. Remember, Manhattan Mennonite Church Faith Formation Committee offers 
scholarships for all MMC campers. Talk to Janet McGillivary about scholarships so the committee can plan and 
send the proper amount to camp. To register for Mennoscah, click here. For RMMC, click here.

From the Stewardship Committee: We are two months into 2018 and we have an ambitious budget for 
this year. Through February, our budgeted income was $4,000 and, in January, we committed ourselves to the 
inclusion in our budget the funding for activities funded through potluck fundraisers last year. If we desire to 
see this year through to a successful end without having potluck fatigue, then we need to be sure we’re on track 
with our necessary income. With that in mind, please thoughtfully consider what you contributed in 2017 for an 
special fundraiser and add that amount to your regular giving towards our budget.

Also, consider participating on the committee as we prepare implementation of an annual giving program. 
Don’t let numbers and dollars scare you! Creative methods to effectively communicate the stewardship of our 
financial resources are just as important. Big ideas can be just as good as big numbers, sometimes better!

http://www.righttrackfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2018-SLC-Dinner-Theater-Flier.pdf
http://www.righttrackfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/2018-SLC-Dinner-Theater-Flier.pdf
https://rmmc.campbrainregistration.com/
https://campmennoscah.campbrainregistration.com/
http://rmmc.org/summer-youth-camp-opportunities
http://rmmc.org/summer-youth-camp-opportunities
http://campmennoscah.org/assets/2018-Catalog.pdf
https://doodle.com/poll/nyk2a2fndk4bytpi


NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR COMMUNITY
On Saturday, March 24, the kids & families of March For Our Lives will take to the streets to demand 

that their lives and safety become a priority, and that we end gun violence in our schools and communities. The 
local event starts at 2:00 pm in CiCo Park, starting at the blue baseball field. After marching around the park, 
you're invited to stay and listen to comments from Rep. Sydney Carlin, Aaron Estabrook - Riley County 
Commission candidate, MHS student Maddy Wolfe, USD383 board member Dave Colburn, and maybe more.

Common Table, a community effort to fight hunger in Manhattan, invites you to join in the Empty Bowls
Fundraiser. On Saturday, April 7, 11-1 pm, “Empty Bowls Soup Day” you can purchase a handmade bowl and 
enjoy delicious homemade soup! More information here.

Nearly 1 in 5 people in Riley County are food insecure. That means they aren't certain where their next 
meal is coming from. Kansas Appleseed has coordinated a panel discussion featuring local civic and faith 
leaders on how we can become advocates for food justice in our backyard. Following the panel's remarks will 
be a time for refreshments and open discussion for those in attendance. The forum 6:30-8:00 p.m. Thursday, 
April 26 at First United Methodist Church, 612 Poyntz Avenue. 
Questions:Contact Kincaid Dennett at 785-764-5101 or kdennett@kansasappleseed.org

The FIT Closet serves families in transition in our community and February was a challenge because the 
Closet is serving, on average, 15-20 families per day. We will be closed March 19-23 reopening at 9am March 
26th. Questions? Contact Barb Hartnett: 785-320-6750 or fitcloset383  @  gmail.com. If you would like to receive 
regular updates from Fit Closet, visit their website and scroll to the bottom of the page to sign up.
Current critical needs list:  Kids athletic shoes (sizes 5T - 5 adult), bras (sports and regular- all sizes), 
shampoo & deodorant, feminine hygiene products, men’s underwear - boxers, women’s underwear - all sizes

NEWS & PRAYERS FROM THE MENNONITE CHURCH
Mennonite Central Committee

Lunch & Learn at MCC with Joanna Shenk! Join us on Thursday, April 5 from noon to 1 pm at MCC in 
North Newton, Kansas to hear Joanna share about her new book, “The Movement Makes Us Human an 
Interview with Dr. Vincent Harding on Mennonites, Vietnam and MLK.” Lunch is provided by Mojo’s Coffee 
Bar - RSVP for lunch by April 3. For the first time, we’re offering an opportunity for you to join this event 
virtually, on any computer or device. More information and how to join from afar: mcc.org/lunch-learn 
Questions & RSVP: 316.283.2720 or patsydirksen@mcc.org. 

Mennonite Church USA
Renewed Commitments is the updated draft of core commitments for MCUSA's denomination-wide 

Journey Forward process. A study guide will be available to all congregations later this year.
Pray for the MennoCon19 worship planning committee members as they gather in Kansas City for their first

meeting of discerning and planning worship for Mennonite Church USA's 2019 biennial convention.
Holding it (,) Together, a new podcast from The Mennonite Inc. and Mennonite Church USA’s Women in 

Leadership, launches March 12. The podcast features stories of authentic people exploring a need to collectively
hold, together all that we carry in our journey of becoming … because most days we’re just holding it together. 
Episodes will be available on The Mennonite website, Apple podcasts and Stitcher 

MCUSA has a lot going on! Find events and updates on conference activities or let the information come to 
you by subscribing to their newsletters.  

Western District Conference
Beth Yoder is the new Business Manager at WDC following the retirement of Phyllis Regier on March 31.  

Beth previously worked as administrative assistant for an accounting firm in Iowa and as office manager at 
Amigo Centre in Michigan. She attends Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church (Goessel, KS), where her husband 
Caleb is on the pastoral staff.  We look forward to welcoming Beth to the WDC staff! 

Read about the work of our regional conference, member congregations, and the folks who make it all 
happen. Find out about upcoming meetings, conferences, ministry opportunities, and more! Click here to 
receive the weekly newsletter, Sprouts.

https://www.facebook.com/events/326196257870900/
https://www.facebook.com/events/326196257870900/
https://goo.gl/maps/w77b6NVKkTR2
http://mennowdc.org/email-sign-up-form/
http://mennowdc.org/email-sign-up-form/
http://mennowdc.org/
http://mennoniteusa.org/email-subscription/
http://mennoniteusa.org/
https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=766a68ed1a&e=fb852b764a
http://mennoniteusa.org/resource/journey-forward/
http://mennoniteusa.org/news/renewed-commitments-journey-forward-released/
mailto:patsydirksen@mcc.org
http://mcc.org/lunch-learn
mailto:fitcloset383@gmail.com
mailto:fitcloset383@gmail.com
mailto:fitcloset383@gmail.com
https://www.fitcloset.org/
mailto:kdennett@kansasappleseed.org
https://www.kansasappleseed.org/
http://mnvi.weebly.com/empty-bowls.html

