
Pentecost 

The Spirit is for everyone 

Acts 2:1-21 

Joel 2:28-32 

      On this, our seventh Sunday after Easter day, our seventh 

Sunday studying the Holy Spirit, we finally come to the day 

of Pentecost. This is the day Christians celebrate the coming 

of the Holy Spirit to that large crowd during the Jewish 

festival of Pentecost. But as we have learned over that past 

couple of months, the Holy Spirit did not make its first 

appearance on that day. In fact, the Spirit had been present 

throughout history, even before history as we know it began. 

And yet, there was something very special that happened in 

Jerusalem that day. Our passage today from Acts records an 

extraordinary event that 2000 years later Christians all over 

the world are still celebrating. 

      Because we celebrate this special Sunday every year, we 

are accustomed to reading this same passage from Acts 2. 

Today, I’d like to begin by backing up a bit and looking at 

Acts 1. There we read: 

3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them 

by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over 

the course of forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered 

them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 

promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have 

heard from me;5for John baptized with water, but you 

will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 

from now.’6 So when they had come together, they 



asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you 

to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 

his own authority. 8But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.’ 9When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight. 

      If you think about it, these instructions about the Holy 

Spirit to the disciples don’t really make sense. Shortly after 

Easter day we read about how Jesus appeared to them and 

breathed the Holy Spirit into them. (John 20:19-23) So why 

are they still not filled with the Spirit? Did it come to them 

and then go away again? Did it not take? And for that matter, 

why doesn’t Jesus just do that again for the group just 

before ascending into the cloud? Why wait? 

      I had the privilege a couple of weeks ago of being at a 

conference in which Richard Rohr was one of the speakers. 

He spoke there about the importance of understanding God 

in terms of the trinity. He suggested that part of the problem 

of most Christianity is that we have taken Jesus out of the 

trinity. But the trinity is not 3 autonomous beings who can be 

separated from one another.  

 Science helps us. Science knows that everything in the 

universe is relational. From people to atoms to sub-atomic 

particles, everything interacts. Science also tells us that the 

universe is expanding. This thing we call the universe could 

not be more dynamic. Surely God must be bigger than our 

expanding universe. God must be at least as dynamic as the 



universe, as relational. In fact, Rohr says, God is ultimate 

relationality.  

 Rohr describes the Trinity as 3 self-emptying buckets 

spinning in which one bucket empties itself into the next 

even as the previous bucket re-fills. In our world of scarcity, 

self-emptying makes no sense. In the Trinity the self-

emptying of the vulnerable God makes perfect sense because 

of the perfect communion with the powerful God and the in-

filling God. Rohr, crediting Pope Frances, drew on a physical 

image to help us understand – the fidget spinner in motion. 

In motion the seeming three connected parts are not 

separate but one great rotating relationship.  

  Perhaps we have contributed to the notion of separating 

out parts of the trinitarian God this Easter season as we 

focused on the Holy Spirit. Know that the intent to lean into 

the Spirit throughout this season was intended not only to 

highlight it as a sometimes-under-represented part of the 

divine, but also to integrate it rather than separate it. Thus, 

even as our series on the Holy Spirit comes to an end today, 

we hope that now we don’t assume the Holy Spirit is no 

longer a part of our worship, our work, our daily lives. Quite 

the contrary. We hope that the fruit of this season with the 

Spirit will be that our image of God has expanded.  

 The image of God expanding is what brings us back to 

the story of Pentecost that we read about today. It returns us 

to those questions I raised when I read from Acts 1. Why did 

Jesus tell his disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit when he had 

already in-filled them? Because in that instance from the 

book of John (20:19-23) when Jesus breathed into them and 

offered them peace, they are alone. The biggest difference 

from that appearance of the Holy Spirit on the evening of 

that first Easter day to the disciples and the appearance to 



them on Pentecost is that on Pentecost the Spirit was not 

just passed on to the disciples. It was passed on to all sorts 

of people from many nations as was foretold in the book of 

Joel. It was poured out equally on men and women, slaves 

and free, Jews and Gentiles so that anyone who called on the 

name of the Lord would be saved. You’ll notice that when this 

great sound of wind and the “tongues of fire” fill the area 

where the disciples are, those around them from many 

nations hear this noise. Then they understand the words of 

the disciples in their own language. It is many people’s 

understanding within their own language, not the speaking of 

the disciples in many languages, that is the great gift of the 

Spirit that day. Peter in his Pentecost sermon only spoke in 

one language. Yet people of many languages understood 

him. That Spirit-fed understanding changed the world forever 

and birthed what we know as the church today. 

 The passages for this series on the Holy Spirit were all 

taken from a devotional book called 40 days with the Holy 

Spirit by Jack Levison. He tells the following story: 

 

A friend told me recently about a small Baptist church, 

somewhere in Oklahoma, I think, that was happy 

staying small, Baptist, and American. Then about forty 

or fifty immigrants from Ghana visited them and 

announced, “We’re Baptists. We want to worship with 

you.” So, they did, and the church changed its 

complexion—literally—overnight. Imagine that. 

Different colors. Different countries. Different 

conceptions of time. The earliest church experienced 

something similar. Originally, the followers of Jesus 

were all Jewish, like Jesus himself. But a flood of 

Gentiles—people who didn’t keep kosher or rest on the 



Sabbath or worship in the synagogue—overwhelmed 

them with all of the robust energy, I’d imagine, of 

Ghanian immigrants in a small Baptist church on the 

windswept plains of Oklahoma. Different cultures. 

Different countries. Different conceptions of life. The 

flood of Gentile believers into the once Jewish church 

changed everything. Lesslie Newbigin, a twentieth-

century missionary in India, once wrote, “It is not as 

though the church opened its gates to admit a new 

person into its company, and then closed them again, 

remaining unchanged except for the addition of a 

name to its roll of members. Mission is not just church 

extension. It is something more costly and more 

revolutionary.”17  

Levison, Jack. 40 Days with the Holy Spirit (Kindle Locations 1829-1840). 

Paraclete Press. Kindle Edition. 

 The Holy Spirit’s dramatic appearance on that day of 

Pentecost transformed the assumptions of all those who 

sought a relationship with the divine that day. It forced them 

to understand God spinning through the world, expanding 

the love and belonging. The Jewish community these 

disciples had been part of was forced to let go of some 

things, to self-empty a little making room for them to be 

filled anew, just like that Christian church in Oklahoma.  

Levinson speculates about how easy it would have been 

for the early church to resist all these changes. Wouldn’t it 

have been fine to just have two worship services, the Jewish 

service at 9:30 with a coffee hour at 10:30 and the Gentile 

service at 11:00? But the work of the Spirit was not to 

enhance divisions but rather to expand the universe, to 

increase relatedness, to reconcile the world. Elsewhere 

Levison says, “the Spirit is not just about self-



preservation. Conservation. Protection. The Spirit is 

about transformation. So the promise ends, not with 

Israel’s offspring and descendants, but with others, 

outsiders, immigrants.” 

Levison, Jack. 40 Days with the Holy Spirit (Kindle Locations 2014-2016). Paraclete 

Press. Kindle Edition. 

 May we ever continue in the cycle of letting go and being 

filled by the God of expanding connectedness. May we be 

transformed by God’s Pentecost vision for the church.   


