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NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR CONGREGATION 

 The pastors will be on vacation June 5-11. If you are in need of anything during that time, please contact 

one of the elders who will be around then: Dale Hershberger, Rene Smalldridge or Dawn Wall. Our guest 

speaker next Sunday, June 10 is Linda Lewis. The pastors will be back in the office on Tuesday, June 12. 
 

 You're invited to help Rod and Karen Franz celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on Saturday, June 

16. A "Come & Go" reception from 2:00-4:00 will be given by their children at the College Avenue United 

Methodist Church - 1609 College Ave. No gifts, please! RSVP (including number coming) by June 9 to Karen 

at 539-5608 or karenfr@cox.net 
 

NEWS AND PRAYERS FROM OUR COMMUNITY 

National Gun Violence Awareness Day 

 On Friday, June 1, everyone is encouraged to wear orange to honor those who have lost their lives and loved 

ones, and to demand a future free from gun violence. Orange is the color that Hadiya Pendleton’s friends wore 

in her honor when she was shot and killed in Chicago at the age of 15 — just one week after performing at 

President Obama’s 2nd inaugural parade in 2013. 

 Moms Demand Action in Manhattan invites you to join us at the Riley County courthouse (426 Poyntz Ave) 

on Saturday, June 2 at 8:00 pm for the local observance, including a program and art activities for kids as the 

courthouse is illuminated in orange. RSVP here. 
 

Manhattan Juneteenth 

 On Saturday, June 16, you’re invited to City Park to join in a fun-filled day of activities, vendors, music, 

and food! Get your FREE Juneteenth ticket today! Your ticket will grant you access to a day of events and make 

you eligible for prizes given out randomly throughout the day! Your ticket is also valuable for one of three big 

prizes that will take place at 11:15, 3:00 p.m. with the grand prize given away at 6:00 p.m. Must be present to 

win! 
 

NEWS & PRAYERS FROM THE MENNONITE CHURCH 

Western District Conference (more conference news here and here) 

 The 2018 Annual Assembly will be July 27-28 in Newton & Moundridge Kansas and the focal scripture is 

Luke 24:32. On Sunday, July 29, all are invited to worship at Alexanderwohl Mennonite Church where Bryan 

Moyer-Suderman will be speaking and singing. An itinerant Bible teacher and singer/songwriter, known 

especially for “songs of faith for small and tall,” Bryan Moyer Suderman of Stouffville, Ontario, has spent 25 

years finding creative ways to engage all ages in scripture. 
 

 Summer Reading for All Ages in All Places! The Conference Resource Library invites everyone to 

participate in the summer reading challenge! Grow in faith this summer as you read.  Summer reading programs 

for children and adults with prizes. If you live at a distance, we will mail books to you, or start the Box of 

Books program at your church!  Kids (12 and under) sign up here. Adults (ages 12+) sign up and download your 

reading challenge here. 
 

 WDC seeks to establish a ministry team of persons located in different areas of the conference, who can 

provide language interpretation for WDC meetings and events in order to enhance participation by individuals 

who speak different languages. Assessment, orientation and training will be provided, as well as some financial 

compensation through grant funds WDC has received. Please contact the office at 316-283-6300 or email 

wdc@mennowdc.org if you are multi-lingual and would like to apply or learn more! 
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 Sunday, June 17, Southern Hills Mennonite Church will host a celebration of 30 years of joint ministry by 

Cynthia and Roger Neufeld Smith, who began at SHMC September 1988 and will take new positions this 

summer with Mennonite Mission Network as Service Adventure leaders in Jackson, MS.  Both Roger and 

Cynthia have been denominational leaders:  Roger as moderator of WDC and Cynthia as instructor of worship 

courses for Great Plains Seminary and currently as a member of MC USA's hymnal planning committee.  All 

are welcome to attend the special worship service at 9:30, photos and reminiscing at 11, noon meal, and 1 pm 

program by representatives of community and WDC. Friends from a distance are encouraged to send notes of 

appreciation for the Neufeld Smiths' ministry to:  SHMC, POB 5067, Topeka KS  66605, Attn:  Lila Bartel. 
 

Mennonite Central Committee 

 Calling all MCC volunteers!! YOU’RE INVITED to enjoy a delicious meal of burgers, hot dogs, salads, 

chips and ice cream for dessert! Please RSVP by June 11 to patsydirksen@mcc.org, 316.283.2720. 
 

 Supplies are running low in the MCC Material Resources Center in North Newton and we need your help! 

The current needs are: shampoo for relief kits (1-2 bottles, totaling more than 20 oz), toothbrushes for relief and 

hygiene kits (in originally packaging), small, metal pencil sharpeners (one or two holes) for school kits, dark 

colored hand or bath towels for hygiene and relief kits. Check here for full kit information and from there click 

through to our Amazon Wish List for easier shopping and shipping. Bring or ship items to MCC Central States 

121 E. 30th St. North Newton, KS 67117. Contact katemast@mcc.org or call 316-283-2720 
 

 Mennonite Central Committee is offering the webinar, “Sexualized violence and the church”, the final in our 

three-part series for churches and individuals to learn about addressing sexualized violence within the church. 

This webinar focusing on Healthy masculinity will cover how the church can prepare men to talk to their sons 

about healthy masculinity and what men should tell boys about sexual violence. Speakers will be Glen Guyton, 

the new Executive Director for MCUSA and Isaac Villegas, pastor at Chapel Hill (North Carolina) Mennonite 

Fellowship. Learn more and register here.  Contact karinkaufmanwall@mcc.org with questions. 
 

 Mini Comforter Blitz, June 22 & 23 in North Newton! Join in the fun at this Mini Comforter Blitz on 

Friday, June 22 from 9–5 and Saturday, June 23 from 8–4. Come and go as you are able, bring your friends and 

family! Bring snacks to share if you’d like. Please bring a sack lunch/supper, drinks will be provided. Contact 

katemast@mcc.org with questions and visit mcc.org/comforter-blitz for details!  
 

Mennonite Church USA 

 MCUSA invites congregations to be part of the "Learn, Pray, Join" initiative for the Korean Peninsula. Read, 

listen, and watch more about the history of the Korean Peninsula and the dynamics of tension and conflict 

there. Pray for peace and clear minds for all leaders engaged in historic talks regarding the future of North and 

South Korea, and nuclear disarmament using MCC's "A prayer for peace in North Korea". Click here to support 

the ongoing peacemaking efforts of Mennonite Central Committee and Mennonite Mission Network. 
 

 From time to time research about Mennonite Church USA is conducted by independent researchers seeking 

to understand different aspects of the denomination.  Craig Morton, a Mennonite pastor and doctoral candidate 

is conducting research on practices and beliefs that hold our denomination together. The research is about 

"perceived cohesion", a term describing the feeling of belonging and the sense of morale that members of an 

organization perceive. This study seeks to understand the perceived cohesion within the Mennonite Church 

USA by sampling participants of the denomination.  A key element in cohesion is the perspective held by 

individual members of an organization. The organization, in this case, the Mennonite Church USA and this 

research will seek to discover in participants have or do not have an experience of meaningful connection. As a 

participant of Manhattan Mennonite Church, if you are at least 19 years old, you are invited to complete this 

survey. Surveys need to be completed by June 15 and should take about 20-30 minutes of your time.  

 

Dove’s Nest & Mennonite Women USA 

 Together, they are joyfully partnering to sponsor a unique summer event: Empowering Women: Claiming 

Healthy Personal Boundaries July 26-27 in Omaha, Nebraska. This is an intergenerational gathering to provide 

practical resources and support on healthy boundary management for girls ages 13–18 and women of all ages. 

The cost is $60/person. Please register by July 16, 2018. Participants are responsible for travel and housing. 
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