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 Our denomination, Mennonite Church USA, is on a 

journey. In the summer of 2017, we undertook a new and 

exciting process to collect the wisdom of many voices across 

the denomination at our bi-annual assembly. Delegates 

representing congregations, conferences, and constituencies 

from all across the church, as well as other, traditionally 

underrepresented groups like youth, gathered around tables 

to respond to a series of questions and exercises designed to 

help us take a snapshot of what knits us together now and of 

who we hope to be woven into in the future. This intensive 

process was referred to as The Future Church Summit.  

 I, along with Cathy Bitikofer, participated in this summit 

representing our congregation. Many of you have heard us 

report about this dynamic event or read about it in 

denominational news. So, I won’t go into a lot of depth about 

the process here. Today I only want to mark that as a 

significant event on the journey of our denomination.  

 Since that assembly, almost all of the denominational 

staff has retired and been replaced. Frankly, those now 

holding leadership positions in the denomination represent a 

more diverse gene pool and geography than did their 

predecessors. We are an evolving church; we are on a 

journey.  

In an attempt to garner maximum input from all voices 

in the church, the denominational leadership has put 

together several tools to help us walk together on this 

journey. They’re calling this process, Journey forward. The 



adults are studying Journey Forward materials during our 

faith formation hour, and this Sunday we begin a series 

following these materials that will take us through the four 

Sundays of November. The first topic in this series and our 

theme for this first Sunday in November is context and 

identity.  

 Meanwhile, many of you may remember that last month 

our congregation began a new process for us – a series 

focusing on stewardship culminating in an offering of our 

intentions for giving in the next year. On the week I 

preached, I spoke about the parable of the talents after 

which I handed out the portion of Richard and my tithe that 

we planned to give to the building fund for the last three 

months of this year. I invited households to take the 

challenge of the talents and try to grow that money and 

bring it back for a special offering today.  

 Meanwhile, today is the first Sunday of the month. For 

some time now, we’ve been celebrating communion on the 

first Sunday of the month.  

 As I sat down to plan this service and to prepare my 

sermon, I felt a little overwhelmed by all the seemingly 

disparate things going on today – Introduce a new Journey 

Forward worship series + highlight the focus within that for 

today which is our identity and context + collect a special 

offering harkening back to the challenge of the talents + the 

celebration of communion. How might I hinge them together? 

Then I read some commentaries on our passage for today 

from the book of Ephesians. Guess what I found several 

commentators saying about these verses: This is a hinge 

passage in the book of Ephesians. The first half of the book is 

Paul’s argument for inclusiveness of Gentiles in the church 



and the reconciling work of Christ that broke down the wall of 

hostility between different groups of people. Following our 

passage for today, the book turns toward the question of 

how to live out our understanding of who we are as a church, 

as a people of God. This hinge passage appears as a prayer, 

an act of worship. This act of worship connects and holds 

together Paul’s explanation of theology and his call for ethics. 

The prayer brings us to Christ Jesus and through him into a 

transformed life in which he dwells within us in ways beyond 

our comprehension.  

 The passage begins with the phrase, “for this reason” 

causing us to question what “this reason” is. To find that 

answer, we need to read the argument Paul is making about 

full inclusion of the Gentiles in the promises of God, but in 

particular to verse 8 where Paul states his call to bring to the 

Gentiles “the boundless riches of Christ.”  

 Later in verse 16 from the passage read for us today a 

very similar phrase is used referring to the “riches of his 

glory.”  God is Rich – abundantly rich! God’s love is richer 

than our knowledge and imagination can even fathom. In this 

bottomless love, all things are connected.  

 The connection goes something like this:  

• God created the earth, including all of us, and it was 

good.  

• Everything in the world belongs to God who is the 

parent of all humanity and of all we have been given to 

steward. Our primary identity is as a good creation of 

god, our parent.  

• God is made manifest in Jesus who journeyed this earth 

as a human.  



• In the reflection of Jesus, we see both our own 

fallenness/shortcomings/sin and the unfathomable love 

and grace of the creator God.  

• Therefore we receive the revelation more powerful than 

standard knowledge – the revelation that we are truly 

known and loved.  

• With Christ dwelling within us, we can live as a disciple, 

which is how our primary identity is lived out in our 

context.  

• This identity is an individual revelation as well as a 

corporate one for Mennonite Church USA and for 

Manhattan Mennonite Church.  

 

The great connector in all this is love. When we gather at 

the table of the Lord to celebrate communion, it is this story 

of God’s rich love lavished on us that we remember. When 

we remember that love, God is able to do far more than we 

can even imagine with our lives, our resources, our church.  

I think that ultimately love is what inspired those of you 

who took the challenge of the talents a few weeks ago, I 

think it is love that motivated one person to make gourmet 

treats and take them to work selling them  and returning the 

profits today. It was love that inspired her not only to sell her 

creations, but also to include a little note about the parable 

of the talents and the challenge. I think it was love that 

motivated another family to use the money to reach beyond 

the congregation buying food for Harvesters to distribute to 

the hungry, and then capitalizing on the fuel points to return 

the money saved on fuel to the church. I think it was love 

that motivated Cappy to skillfully craft and then raffle off her 

quilt hanging. And I think it was love that motivated this note 



that arrived in my office from someone who couldn’t be here 

today:  

Barb and Richard, couldn’t think of anything creative so I 

just put it under my pillow and it grew 10x overnight. 

These are all acts ultimately rooted and grounded in love. 

It may seem obvious to us here on a Sunday morning that all 

we do should be rooted and grounded in love just as the 

prayer in Ephesians asks, but we certainly live in a world 

where we often see acts rooted and grounded in plenty of 

things other than love. We see acts rooted and grounded in 

fear; acts rooted and grounded in self-centeredness; acts 

rooted and grounded in the myth of redemptive violence; 

acts rooted and grounded in nationalism or racism or 

religious intolerance. The list of alternatives to love is long. 

Yet when we root and ground our identity in a God of love 

greater than we can even imagine, the list of possibilities is 

even longer.  

So, let us gather at the table of the Lord where we root 

and ground ourselves the story of God’s love for all people. 

Then, because we know that our God is abundantly rich and 

abundantly creative with all we offer, let us also bring our 

special offerings when we come. For we know that by the 

riches of God’s glory, our meager efforts, by the power of 

Christ within us, may be used to accomplish far more than 

we can ever ask or imagine. We are on a journey together. 

This is a journey guiding us ever deeper into God’s love.  


