
Palms, Psalms and Stones 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

Luke 19:28-40 

 

O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; God’s steadfast 

love endures forever! Let Israel say, “God’s steadfast love 

endures forever.” 

Let Manhattan Mennonite Church say, “God’s steadfast love 

endures forever.” 

 This Sunday marks a bitter-sweet moment for me. 

Today will be my last Sunday to preach here as your pastor. 

Next Sunday will be Richard’s last Sunday to do so. The 

following week we will be gone celebrating Roxy’s 

graduation, and you will have the opportunity to hear a 

sermon from our own Brian Cobb. That brings us to our last 

Sunday, May 5. I feel like although we have been moving 

toward this time of transition for a long time, we are now on 
the homestretch. While we have been trying to prepare 

ourselves and this community, until now, those preparations 

stood in the background of ministry in the present moment. 

Now, the present moment feels like a transitional moment in 

the foreground.  

 Perhaps bringing a Palm Sunday message as my final 

sermon here is appropriate. After all, Palm Sunday is a 

bitter-sweet day in the Christian year. While I am in NO WAY 

comparing myself to Jesus, our text from Luke today 

presents a transitional moment for Jesus and his faith 

community. Jesus has been preparing to enter Jerusalem 

since Luke 9. Now we read about his entry at last. Things are 
about to change. A crowd gathers with high hopes about this 

transition. A great celebration ensues.  

 According to Luke, the celebrants include a multitude of 

disciples. We don’t know how many disciples this means, but 



certainly it is a way of identifying more than just the 12 we 

usually think of when we hear the word disciples. It also 

indicates that this is a friendly crowd of those who are 

excited about Jesus. According to Luke, this little parade 

does not attract the attention of the whole city. This is not 
the Roman army riding in on the other side of town. This 

might even be a satire of that. This is not even a big religious 

conference, Mennocon or something even grander that is 

sanctioned by the church, and that takes oodles of planning, 

and that brings together the whole of the religious 

community especially the big shots. No, this is the 

spontaneous gathering someone posted on Facebook that 

didn’t go viral or get livestreamed. This gathering feels more 

like that peace organization who pulled together a low-cost 

demonstration that probably won’t even get much coverage. 

In Luke’s version of this Palm Sunday procession, there are 

neither Palms nor Hosanna’s. Instead people lay down their 
cloaks, and we hear this little Jesus peace organization 

chant, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest 

heaven!” 

 Most of this chant comes from Psalm 118 which we 

heard part of in our scripture readings from today. This 

Psalm is one of a group called the Hallel Psalms (Psalm 113-

118). These Psalms joyfully remember God’s saving work 

when God brought the Jewish people out of slavery in Egypt. 

They are still read during a Jewish Passover celebration. Even 

though Luke does not explicitly record the disciples shouting 

Hosanna, his quoting of this Psalm implies it. Hosanna just 
means save us, and this is a Psalm of salvation. Even though 

Luke does not explicitly record the waving of palm branches, 

this psalm declares, “bind the festal procession with 

branches, up to the horns of the altar!” We all declared 

that this morning in our call to worship. Luke reports an 

addition to the Psalm in the final words he tells us the crowd 



shouted: “Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest 

heaven!” This proclamation recalls the angels who 

announced Jesus birth.  

O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; God’s steadfast 

love endures forever! 

Let Manhattan Mennonite Church say, “God’s steadfast love 

endures forever. 

 There are others celebrating elsewhere in Jerusalem. One 

commentator sets the scene: “there were the two 

processions that Passover week. From the west came 

Pilate draped in the gaudy glory of imperial power: 

horses, chariots, and gleaming armor. He moved in with 

the Roman army at the beginning of Passover week to 

make sure nothing got out of hand. Insurrection was in 

the air with the memory of God's deliverance of the 

Hebrew people from slavery in Egypt.  

From the east came another procession, a 
commoner's procession: Jesus in ordinary robe riding 

on a young donkey. The careful preparations suggest 

that Jesus has planned a highly ritualized symbolic 

prophetic act. Luke has in mind the prophecy of 

Zechariah 9:9-10, the coming of a new kind of king, a 

king of peace who will dismantle the weaponry of war.” 
(David L. Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, ed., Feasting on the Word – Year C, 

Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide, (Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox 

Press, 2009), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under: "Luke 19:28-40".) 

Those at the grander parade across town are celebrating 

the empire of Rome rather than the hoped for Jewish savior 

and king. Extra homeland security forces are marched into 

town to deal with the security risks of those entering the city 

for Passover. So many foreigners pouring into Jerusalem 

making the residents there want to just tell them to stop 

already; tell them Jerusalem is already full. It’s just full. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Zec+9%3A9-10


 Luke points out some Pharisees in the crowd watching 

Jesus. We often think of the Pharisees opposing Jesus. 

Really, though, these were his people. They were not the 

Romans. He might have traveled the road to Jerusalem next 

to some of these pilgrims who also come to celebrate the 
Passover. But they’re suspicious of a Facebook event. They 

haven’t run this through their committees. The donkey isn’t 

the right aesthetic, not to mention the messiness of a bunch 

of ratty old cloaks. Plus, the Jews are a minority in the land. 

Their religious privileges could be revoked at any minute. I 

can just hear them say, “Jesus, it’s not that we disagree with 

what you’re saying, it’s just that we’re uncomfortable with 

the way you’re saying it. You’re too loud, too uncouth, too 

politically naïve, and sometimes too confrontive. Tone it 

down a little.”   

 But Jesus responds that even if he tried to tone it down, 

even the stones would cry out! In other words, God is at 
work in the world, and God’s work will continue whether the 

crowds join in or not. Change is coming, and that change is 

riding on a baby donkey.  

O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; God’s steadfast 

love endures forever! 

Let Manhattan Mennonite Church say, “God’s steadfast love 

endures forever. 

 Stones are an image used in our Old Testament 

scripture today. First, we see the image of the gate. In verse 

19 we read, 19Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

that I may enter through them and give thanks to 

the LORD. This gate of righteousness would have brought to 
mind a large stone gate to a city or to a temple. Later in the 

Psalm we read, 22The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the chief cornerstone.23This is the Lord’s 

doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. The grand political and 



religious artifices fashioned from stone are not the means by 

which God’s kingdom comes. It is the uneven stones tossed 

aside, unfit for grand buildings, from which God’s work in the 

world comes. 

 The stones you’ve seen dotting the front area of our 

sanctuary came as a part of the installation service almost 21 

years ago for Richard and I. Various groups in the church 

each presented a stone, as did we and our families. There 

were 12 stones representing the 12 stones used in the Old 

Testament on several occasions to create a small alter, a way 

of remembering God’s presence in the journey and in that 

place. A way of remembering God’s steadfast love enduring 

forever. 

 I can’t tell you anymore which stone came from whom. 

In fact, I have my doubts that all of the original 12 stones 

remain. I can tell you that the number of stones has 

multiplied. I don’t know exactly when or how. As various 

folks over the last almost 21 years have been involved in 

various worship displays and rituals, people have brought in 

or taken out various elements. Many of you were not present 

then and have no memory of what those stones represent. 
Some of you were present and also have no memory of what 

those stones represent. And why would you? I can’t 

necessarily recall anything I heard almost 21 years ago.  

 The fact that we aren’t all fixated on 12 particular stones 

insisting on the original 12 is a good thing. If we were, that 

might make us a little like the Pharisees who don’t really 

want anything to change. Change is scary! But change is also 

inevitable. And, change is usually surprising, especially when 

God reveals a little of God’s self in that change.  

 When we tell the stories of God liberating the people 

from slavery at Passover, or when we tell the story of the 

Palm Sunday celebration, and especially when we tell the 
rest of the Holy Week stories of foot washing, crucifixion, and 



finally resurrection, we tell these stories claiming them. This 

is the story of God’s steadfast love and work in the world. If 

we do not tell it, if we do not proclaim Jesus as Lord, even 

the stones will cry out! And that is exactly what happened on 

Easter morning. A stone, rolled away revealing an empty 
tomb cried out proclaiming that Jesus is Lord!  

O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; God’s steadfast love 

endures forever! 

Let Manhattan Mennonite Church say, “God’s steadfast love endures 
forever.” 

When we praise the work and Lordship of our 

magnificent savior, let us not tell only the stories of Palm 

Sunday and Easter. Let us remember the hard truths of 

Jesus’ the suffering servant whose kingdom came only 

through humble service. This service we remember in the 

special times of worship this week. This service we remember 

also now in the words of Philippians 2:5-11 (one of this 

congregation’s 12 chosen central scriptures):  

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being 

born in human likeness. And being found in human 

form, he humbled himself and became obedient 

to the point of death—even death on a cross. 

“Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him 

the name that is above every name, so that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father.” 

O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good; God’s steadfast love 
endures forever! 



Let Manhattan Mennonite Church and even the stones cry out 
saying, “God’s steadfast love endures forever.” 

Who will confess Jesus as Lord today? 

 


